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Aid to Publishers (ATP): Overview 
 
The objective of ATP, which is the core component of the CPF, is to ensure that 
Canadians have access to a diverse range of printed magazines and non-daily 
newspapers.  Funding is allocated using a formula that divides the total program 
budget among all eligible publications according to the eligible copies that each 
distributes and reflects the policy principles of the program, which are listed in the 
next section. 
 
ATP policy principles 
 
The policy principles which govern the ATP component and are put into practice 
through the funding formula are: 
 
1. Tie financial support to the reading choices of Canadians 

 Funding is based on paid and request circulation. 
 Paid circulation receives higher funding per copy. 

 
2. Favour small and mid-sized publications 

 Small circulation publications receive highest funding per copy. 
 Cap of $1.5 million applied to the largest publications, redistributing funds 

to others. 
 

3. Recognize different realities for magazines and newspapers 
 Magazines receive higher funding per copy. 
 

4. Additional support for farm publications 
 Farm publications receive a higher funding per copy than others of the 

same type. 
 Farm publications are exempt from the cap. 

 
The first policy principle listed—that financial support should be tied to the 
reading choices of Canadians—is the most important and leads directly to the 
main feature of the formula, which is that the more copies a publication sells, the 
greater its funding will be.  
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ATP funding amount estimates by annual circulation 
 
The tables below show the estimated funding ranges that different types of 
publications can expect to receive based on the number of eligible copies sold or 
distributed in a year.  Please refer to the table that applies to your type of 
publication. 
 
Here are some important things to keep in mind when reading these tables.  
 

 The amounts are estimates to show what an approved periodical can 
expect to receive in a typical year.  The amounts are subject to change 
and may vary from year to year, as they depend on each recipient’s 
eligible annual circulation, the total eligible annual circulation for all 
recipients in a given year, the number of eligible titles, and the total ATP 
budget. 

 
 The higher a periodical is in the annual circulation range, the closer its 

funding will be to the maximum funding amount for that range.  For 
example, refer to Table 1, a paid magazine that sells close to, but under 
500,000 copies, can expect its funding to be around $254,000, the 
maximum funding for that circulation range. 

 
 
Table 1:  ATP formula estimated results, paid magazines 
 

Eligible copies sold Funding from ATP ($) 
Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

2,500 25,000 $3,000 $31,000
25,001 100,000 $31,000 $68,000

100,001 500,000 $68,000 $254,000
500,001  1,000,000 $254,000 $434,000

1,000,001 + $434,000 $1,500,000
 
 
Table 2:  ATP formula estimated results, farm magazines  
 

Eligible copies sold Funding from ATP ($) 
Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

2,500 25,000 $6,000 $62,000
25,001 100,000 $62,000 $136,000

100,001 500,000 $136,000 $507,000
500,001  1,000,000 $507,000 $867,000

1,000,001 + $867,000 N/A
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Table 3:  ATP formula estimated Results, request magazines 
 

Eligible copies distributed Funding from ATP ($) 
Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

2,500 25,000 $800 $9,000
25,001 100,000 $9,000 $19,000

100,001 500,000 $19,000 $71,000
500,001  1,000,000 $71,000 $122,000

1,000,001 + $122,000 $1,500,000
 
 
Table 4:  ATP formula estimated results, non-daily newspapers 
 

Eligible copies sold Funding from ATP ($) 
Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

2,500 30,000 $600 $8,000
30,001 50,000 $8,000 $12,000
50,001 100,000 $12,000 $23,000

100,001 500,000 $23,000 $108,000
500,001 + $108,000 $1,500,000

 
 
Table 5:  ATP formula estimated results, farm newspapers 
 

Eligible copies sold Funding from ATP ($) 
Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

2,500 30,000 $1,000 $15,000
30,001 50,000 $15,000 $24,000
50,001 100,000 $24,000 $46,000

100,001 500,000 $46,000 $215,000
500,001 + $215,000 N/A

 
 
2011-2012 transition plan 
 
Returning recipients 
 
For returning recipients, the ATP formula will be implemented gradually over 
three years.  In other words, the funding amounts shown in the tables above will 
not be in effect in 2011-2012, but in three years, all factors being equal.  
 
This applies both to publications that will see decreases compared to 2010-2011 
and to those that will see increases.  A publication whose ATP funding is now 
lower than in 2010-2011 will see its annual amount gradually decrease from the 
existing level to the new level over three years and will not lose more than 35% in 
the first year.  Similarly, a publication whose ATP funding is higher will see the 
increase phased-in over three years.   
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New applicants 
 
New applicants to Aid to Publishers are not affected by the transition plan.  These 
publications can refer to the tables above to estimate their funding amount in a 
given year. 
 
Next steps, including the timing of payments for 2011-2012 
 
Recipients will receive letters in early September 2011 indicating their funding 
amounts based on the transition plan. 
 
For this year only, there will be two ATP payments because parliamentary 
approval of the $15 million included in the federal budget will not be completed 
until the end of December 2011. The first payment of 79% of the total will be 
made in September and the remaining 21% will be paid in early 2012.   
 
The Application Guide for 2012-2013 will be posted online in October 2011, and 
the application deadline will be the end of November. 
 
This information is also available on the CPF Web site at 
www.canadianheritage.gc.ca/cpf.  If you need more information, please contact 
the CPF by e-mail at: fcp-cpf@canadianheritage.gc.ca or by phone at 
1-800-641-9221. 
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